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1. WHA Press Guidance, April 10. 2002: 

— MEXICO: MEXICAN SENATE VOTE TO DISALLOW FOX VISIT TO THE 

U.S. -- 

^aEwY^WeIcOMe'trAVEL TO THE U.S. BY PRESIDENT VOX. 

THE SENATE ' S VOTE ON HIS PROPOSED TRIP TO CANADA AND THE U.S. 

IS AN INTERNAL MATTER FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF MEXICO- 

Option: Can yon cownent on yesterday* vote toy the Mexican 
Senate to disallow President Fox- 8 upcoming visit to the U.S. 
and Canada? 

Answer: THIS IS A MATTER INTERNAL TO MEXICO. TO BB RESOLVED 
BY THE LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE BRANCHES. 

PRESIDENT FOX IS ALWAYS WELCOME IN THE UNITED STATES, 



VENEZUELA: REACTION TO GENERAL STRIKE -- 

q. po you have any reaction to the general strike in 
Venezuela? 

A- WE LOOK TO ALL PARTIES TO ENGAGE IN GENUINE DIALOGUE TO 
PEACEFULLY AND DEMOCRATICALLY RESOLVE THEIR DIFFERENCES- 
ADDITIONALLY. WB HOPE THAT BOTH THE VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT AND 
OPPOSITION DEMONSTRATE RESTRAINT AS THE VENEZUELAN 
CONFEDERATION OF WORKERS (CTV). AND THE ORATION °' J**" 8 "* 8 
OF COMMERCE (FBDBCAHARAS) BXERCISB THEIR Lfjf^l^^jov 
THEIR OPINION. SUPPORTERS OF THE VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT ENJOY 
THE SAMB RIGHTS TO EXPRESS THEIR OPINION PEACEFULLY. THB 
VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT, AS SIGNATORY OF THB 1947 WIVERSAL 
DECELERATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND OP THE I*^-^"AN 
DEMOCRATIC CHARTER, SIGNED ON SWTEMBBR 11. ""-^ RIGHTS 
SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY TO OBSERVE INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS 
STANDARDS. 

ALL PARTIES SHOULD ABIDE BY THE VENEZUELAN CONSTITUTION AND 
LAWS TO FIND A PEACEFUL AND DEMOCRATIC CHANNEL TO ADVANCE 
DIALOGUE LOWER TENSIONS. RESOLVE THE ISSUE LEADING TO THB 
STRIKE IN THE STATE OIL COMPANY (PDVSA). AND SETTLE THEIR 
DIFFERENCES. WE REJECT VIOLENCE BY ANY PARTY OR ANY ATTEMPT 
TO UNDERMINE DEMOCRACY IN VENEZUELA. 
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o" Do^vou have any comment on the statement by the 
organization of African States Special Rapporteur's 
statement concerning preaa freedoms in Venezula? 

. „„ nn »„ YOUR ATTENTION TO THE APRIL 8 STATEMENT OP 
^NC^T^Hr^I^TION OP AMERICAN' STATES (OAS) SPECIAL 
3S£££b£ « PRESS FREEDOMS THAT THE VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT ■ S 
ABUSE OP ITS PRIVELEGB TO BROADCAST ITS STATEMENTS 
CONSTITUTED AN ABRIDGEMENT OP THE MEDIA'S FREEDOM OF 
SsSION THE SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR'S STATEMENT REFLECTS THE 
CONCERNS OF OAS MEMBER. STATES, 

-- VENEZUELA: DISRUPTION OF OIL SUPPLIES -- 

q. is the general strike in Venemela raising concerns about 

mSaatn second day, very closely, the operations of the 

STATS OIL COMPANY (PDVSA) HAVE BEEN SLOWED DOWN, 
bT J? of YE? « DO NOT HAVE x0 
THE EFFECT THIS STRIKE MAY HAVE ON VEN^LV S OIL EXPORTS TO 
THE UNITED STATES AND ARB SBEKINO FURTHER DETAILS. 
VENEZUELAN OIL SHIPMENTS USUALLY TAKE SEVERAL DAYS TO REACH 
^uT^AND VENEZUELAN OIL INVENTORIES ARE BELIEVED TO BB 
I^IR THE POTENTIAL LONGER - TERM IMPACT OF THIS STRIKE 
dUpeSdS cHa^fSrS AND HE HILL CONTINUE TO MONITOR THE 
SITUATION CLOSELY. 



2. L Press Guidance, April 10. 2002 

— Colombia Extradition: Victor Patino-Fomeque « 

q. wi ii M seek the extradition of Victor Patino-Foweque? 

A- COLOMBIAN CITIZEN VICTOR PATINO-PCMBC^ WAS J***™ « 
COL0MBIA11 AUTHORITIES ON APRIL 9. 2002 HIS M" 8 **"" 1 * 
PURSUANT TO A U.S. REQUEST FOR PKOVISIOHAL ARKSCT FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF EXTRADITION. PATINO IS AN ALLEGED MEMBER OF A 
CRIMINAL DRUG TRAFFICKING RING BASED IN CALL 

ur T<1 WANTED TO STAND TRIAL IN THE U.S. DISTRICT COURT FOR 
THE SCWTHBKN ^StIiS OF^ORIUA FOR CONSPIRACY TO IMPORT 
HAtcOTICS^D RELATED MONEY LAUNDBRIHG CHARGES. 

■mre TfMTTRO STATES NOW HAS 60 DAYS TO SUBMIT A FORMAL 

h^i™"SLt? along with the SUP^TINa documents. 

THS MATTER THEN GOES TO THE COLOMBIAN COURTS FOR A 
DBTERM^NATICSION WHETHER THE FUGITIVE IS EXTRADITABLE. 

_, T c Moasr is A RESULT OF CLOSE COOPERATION BETWEEN U.S. AND 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES. SINCE 1998, COLOMBIA HAS 

%SESZJ?£52> R oT?Tfugitives TO THE ^t^STATBS MOST 

OP WON WERE WANTED ON NARCOTICS AND RELATED CHARGES. IN THE 
?Lt^y^aT^ot^colombian DRUG KINGPINS FABIO OCHOA AND 
ALEJANDRO BERNAI, WERE AMONG THOSE EXTRADITED. 

WE CAN NOW TALK ABOUT THE ARREST BECAUSE IT HAS ALREADY TAKEN 
PLACB AND THE INDICTMENT HAS BEEN UNSEALED. 

FURTHER QUESTIONS SHOULD BB RBPERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT OP 

JUSTICE . 

POWELL 
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